March 28, 2003

Senator

Washington, D.C.20510

Dear Senator           

As concerned citizens of the United States of America, we want to know where you stand on the issues of border security and illegal immigration.  Report after report, news article upon news article show an increased activity of illegal crossers coming from the northern and southern borders, through porous and very unguarded areas all along the thousands of miles for both sectors.

We feel very frustrated about the continued non-response coming to us from the halls of Congress and the White House.  We have the right to expect answers from the elected officials who are making decisions about safety for the legal citizens, funding for programs not in our best interest, and major security matters that directly relate to our families and friends. 

Last August 9th, an illegal Mexican gunned down a young man from our community at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument in AZ. The killer was also an assassin and drug trafficker for a cartel in Sonoyta, Mexico. He drove a stolen vehicle right into the United States of America because there was no barrier, no fence…NOTHING to hold him back.  Aguilar was trying to evade the Mexican police because of his involvement in a quadruple murder the evening before.  The Mexican authorities called for assistance from the U.S. Federal Officers, but failed to tell them the complete story—only that the suspects were in a stolen vehicle with possible weapons. Our Officers responded, not knowing they were going to a death trap.

 Kristopher William Eggle was a National Park Federal Law Enforcement Ranger.  He loved his job of protecting the beautiful resources, protecting the visitors to this wondrous Park, and ultimately protecting the citizens of the United States from the criminal elements who continued to cross illegally with their drugs, weapons, human cargo, diseases, and very probably terrorists.  Little did he know on that hot AZ afternoon, that this trip to the border would be his very last.  What a travesty that Kris should have to die because our own government failed to protect him. 

 Many studies and reports have been done through the years documenting the poor conditions at these border areas, and how ill equipped the Law Enforcement division of the National Park Service was.  These Law Enforcement Rangers/Officers have gone far too long with too little funds, too few staff, too little training for the needs of the area, outdated and poor radio and technical equipment, and yet, no one seemed to care.  The reports and documents went unheeded, lying on shelves to gather dust. Any attempt to talk to the Appropriators about these worsening conditions fell on deaf ears.  The answers every time were, “No.  The vehicle barrier would be too costly.  We’ll commission another study.”

 What kind of an answer is that?  This was for the protection of the United States of America, the Federal Officers, visitors, and the citizens of our country.  How dare these people make that kind of a judgment call, not taking into consideration the human cost.

We are writing again to ask for your help in making decisions that are best for us, the legal American citizens.  We want our borders secured, we want the anti-vehicle barrier to be built as soon as possible at Organ Pipe and other devastated areas on that AZ/Mexico border, and we want the invasion of illegal crossers to be stopped.  Lack of action on the part of the lawmakers has caused a crisis that is now out-of-control, especially across our southern borders. 

Remember, Kristopher William Eggle should not have been murdered on August 9, 2002.  He should still be alive today, enjoying the job of being a Park Ranger.  Instead, we are now left only with memories of him and sorrow for what he could have given to us all.

He died trying to protect you, your family, and your friends too.  Think about Kris when you cast your next vote on funding for border security, military on the border, and the issues dealing with illegal invaders.

We will be waiting for your response to our letter. Please do not disappoint us again.

Sincerely,

